
Schools Tennis Yr 3 / 4 Competition

Team Composition

Teams will be made up of 4 players - 2 boys and 2 girls.  
Players will be ranked as Boy 1 & 2 and Girl 1 & 2 and this must remain the same throughout the event.
All players will be from Year 3 and/or Year 4. 
Whilst there is no entry restriction based on ‘Mini Tennis Ratings’ it should be noted that this competition is primarily an entry level event rather than an event for advanced players. Please note that players who have progressed beyond Mini Tennis Red will, for the purpose of this event, have to adhere to the equipment rules – i.e rackets no longer than 23”.
Tournament Format, Length of Matches & Scoring
A ‘Round Robin Box’ format is the most appropriate and popular way of organising a Mini Tennis Schools Competition. 
As teams are made up of 4 players, each match between two schools consists of 4 separate rubbers:

Boy 1 v Boy 1 Singles

Boy 2 v Boy 2 Singles

Girl 1 v Girl 1 Singles

Girl 2 v Girl 2 Singles
Each ‘match’ is set off to play and the final score entered onto the ‘Mini Tennis Match Card’ and then the ‘Round Robin Box Sheet’ would either be; 4-0, 3-1, or 2-2 – taking into account the individual results from each of the 4 rubbers.
These scores then add up to give a total points score for each team.
Individual match points will also be tallied in case of a tie. 

N.b at the level 3 competition if the number of wins are equal (i.e 2-2) in a match between two schools then the fixture will be decided by the percentage of points won v points played and, in the case of a tie, by the result of the number 1 boy.
The winner of the round robin groups will be decided by the number of wins and, in the case of a tie between two teams, by the head to head group match. In the case of a 3 way tie the group winner will be decided by the percentage of points won v points played. 
Scoring
1. ‘Timed’

Players play for a set period of time, until the whistle

blows. The length of matches depends on time

available and amount of entries.

.

Timed matches are strongly recommended for schools

competition. You can plan exactly how long matches will

last and therefore, the overall time your competition will take.

2. ‘First to 10’

This is called a Match Tie Break. A benefit of this

option is that it is most realistic to a real match situation.

On average, a Match Tie Break (with 1 or 2 point

clear gap) takes 10 minutes to play.
In either of the above scenarios scoring will be done on a simple numerical format i.e 1-0, 2-0, 2-1, 3-1 etc

N.B. option 1 above will be used at the level 3 event.

Court Size
Mini Tennis Red is played on badminton-sized courts.

The easiest option is to use badminton courts; however, you can also set up Mini Tennis courts on standard tennis courts, both inside and out.

Playing
The serve is decided by a ‘toss’ at the start of the match.

The nominated person serves for the first point, it then alternates every 2 points.

When serving, players should stand behind the baseline.

When serving, the ball must not be bounced before being hit.

The serve can be hit over or under arm.

Serves should be hit diagonally, landing in the diagonally opposite service box.

Each court should have a helper/scorer, who calls out the scores and helps out with decisions (this is a great opportunity to use Tennis Leaders).

Sponge balls should be used if playing indoors, felt Mini Tennis Red Balls if playing outdoors.

Rackets no longer than 23” in length may be used.
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