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TEAM REQUIREMENTS
· Teams shall consist of 7 players on the pitch at any time.  Squads will consist of up to 10 players. Players may be boys or girls, there is no minimum/maximum limit to either except in the girls only competition in which only girls may play.
· Players should be drawn from the appropriate year groups Y5/6 or Y3/4 but schools can always bring younger pupils if necessary.

PLAYING REGULATIONS
· All players must wear shins pads which are entirely covered by socks. 
· No jewellery to be worn. Taping over earrings is not acceptable
· Any number of substitutes may be used, with permission of the referee at any time during a stoppage in play.  A player who has been substituted may return later in the game as a substitute. 
· The duration of each game will be dependant on the number of teams who enter but will not exceed 7 minutes per half.

· The Laws of Mini Soccer will be followed (which can be found at www.thefa.com), however a few of these are worthy of note here.

· There will be no offside.

· All free kicks will be direct.

· At a free kick (including the kick off, players of the team not in possession should be a 
minimum of 5 yards away from the ball.

· An over head throw in is used to bring the ball back into play from the sideline. 

· Goal kicks may be taken from anywhere within the penalty area. The opposition retreat 
to their own half unless the goalkeeper decides to take the kick early.
· Should a player be sent off he/she will not be permitted to play any further part in the 
competition.
· Power plays will be used. If a team goes 3 goals ahead (e.g. 3-0 or 4-1) they drop a player and play 6 v 7. Substitutions can then be made every minute to keep swapping that resting player. If the same team goes 4 goals ahead they drop 2 players and play 5 v 7 etc. If the other team scores and is now only 2 goals ahead they go back to 7 v .
· A full copy of the rules will be in the website 'downloads' section.

EVENT & COMPETITION FORMAT

· The festivals will take the form of enjoyable team-based competitions, emphasising the all-round skills of the players. It has been designed as an outdoor event using grass pitches (studded footwear will be permitted).  In the event of bad weather the festival will be postponed or cancelled.
· A round robin league format will be operated for each competition with knock-out / final.
· Sports Leaders from local secondary schools will be used to help officiate the festival.  Staff and accompanying AOTT’s are requested to be respectful towards these volunteers.

· Three points will be awarded for a victory in the Round Robin stage of the competition and 1 for a draw.  In the event of  two or more teams having equal points at the end of the Round Robin stage of the festival the following procedure will be used to decide which team progresses to the Knock Out  / Final phase:
· Goal difference will be calculated with the highest being the victor

· The outcome of the match between the teams concerned

· Highest number of goals scored

· Least number of goals conceded

· Toss of a coin 
· Knock Out matches and finals will be preceded  by a 5 shot penalty shoot-out. In the event of a drawn match extra time of 3 mins each way will be played. If the scores remain level the pre-played penalty shoot-out will determine the winner. 
PROGRESSION TO COUNTY COMPETITIONS

· The winning teams of the Y5/6 mixed will be invited to a playoff against the other regions and a team will represent the Lincolnshire South East region at the County finals. The winning Small School (less tha 65 in Y5/6) and Girls team will also go through to a County final.
TIMETABLE OF EVENTS (SUBJECT TO VARIATION DEPENDING ON ENTRIES).
Festivals will normally commence at 10.00 am with the Round Robin element which we hope will conclude by 1.00pm to allow the Knock Out competition to finish for 2.00 pm.
In competitions with fewer entries the day may be shortened to an AM or PM competition. This will be communicated to schools.

A full program will be distributed in advance of the day.
PRESENTATION

The presentation will take place as soon as possible after the finals have been completed. Medals will be awarded to the winning team and runners up. Certificates of attendance will be distributed to all children who take part in the festival.
Pupils should bring:

· Drinking water

· Packed lunch

· Suitable athletic clothing and trainers
· Studded footwear if available
· A waterproof
· Due to the date warm clothing 

· Shinguards

Pupils should not bring the following:

· Jewellery - no jewellery to be worn. Taping over earrings is not acceptable
· Chewing gum

· Valuable items
Please bring your own bibs in case of colour clashes and practice balls if you require them. 

Because of safeguarding concerns no spectators are permitted on site for this event.
STAFF WILL BE ALLOWED TO TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS ON THE DAY, SO IF YOU HAVE ANY PUPILS WHO CAN NOT BE PHOTOGRAPHED PLEASE MAKE US AWARE BEFORE THE EVENT.
RISK ASSESSMENT

Organising body: Lincolnshire South East School Sport Partnership (Spalding High School)
Event: Primary Schools Football Competition
Approximate number involved: 100 children

	Hazard
	Who might be harmed
	Existing Controls (or proposed controls in the case of a new activity)
	*Risk rating with existing or proposed controls
	Are risks adequately controlled Yes/No
	If No, what further actions are required to reduce the risks

	1. Debris on artificial surface
2. Sport related injuries i.e tripping, twisted ankles etc.

3. Inappropriate clothing & wearing of jewellery.

4. Coach journey 
5. Inadequate supervision ratios and pupil behaviour
6. Unknown and uninvited adults attending
	Participants

Participants

Participants

Participants

Participants
All
	Inspection of surface prior to event.
Schools should bring a designated first aider with adequate first aid resources.
Agilitas will provide emergency resources.
Letter sent to all schools prior to event regarding appropriate clothing to be worn and highlighting that no jewellery should be worn-spot checks to take place by officials.

Schools in undertaking their own risk assessments should adhere to LCC policies in terms of safe coach travel. These guidelines are set out in the ‘Safety in Outdoor Education brochure’.

Schools in undertaking their own risk assessments should adhere to LCC policies in terms of safe supervision ratios, appropriate consent forms and pupil behaviour guidelines. These guidelines are set out in the ‘Safety in Outdoor Education brochure’. 
No spectators will be permitted unless they are assisting staff with teams in which case they will sign in with schools as per other members of staff.
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*Risk Rating = Likelihood of Occurrence x Severity of Harm (Not essential, can help in prioritising actions)

	Likelihood of Occurrence
	1 Rare,   2 Unlikely,   3 Moderate,   4 Likely,   5 Almost Certain,

	Severity of Injury
	1 Minor,   2 Moderate,   3 Significant,   4 Major,   5 Catastrophic
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